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United States 
In January, AMWA celebrated the HPV Prevention week with a series of on-line webinars 
hosted by American Medical Women’s Association and Global Initiative Against HPV and 
Cervical cancer, following the lead by the Federation of Medical Women of Canada. The list can 
be found at http://www.giahc.org/assets/cms/uploads/UsvsHPV_agenda.pdf.  The Medical 
Women’s International Association (MWIA) is one of the coalition supporters! 

AMWA also hosted a Webinar about Negotiating Physician Employment Agreements. 
 
On February 7th, AMWA leaders, Dr. Connie Newman, Dr. Roberta Gebhard, Dr. Kim Templeton and 
Dr. Eliza Chin met with Surgeon General VADM Jerome Adams to discuss the Surgeon General’s work 
on the opioid epidemic and AMWA’s interest in that area with respect to opioid use in women.  AMWA 
will work to disseminate information and educational resources put out by the Surgeon General’s office 
on this public health crisis. 
 
The 2019 Region 5 AMWA conference was held February 15-16 at the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham. 
 
March 1st, marked the official launch of TIME’S UP Healthcare at the New York Academy of 
Medicine, a program which opened with Dr. Esther Choo’s proclamation, “Today, time’s up in 
healthcare.”  AMWA is a founding member and was represented by AMWA physician and 
student leaders. 

 
 
AMWA was well represented along with its other MWIA colleagues at the Commission on the 
Status of Women in New York.  See section 5 in this Update for details.  Drs. Satty Gill Keswani 
and Padmini Murthy received Notre Dame School of Medicine CSW Awards. 
 
The local organizing committee is working full out to provide an exceptional experience at the 
MWIA Centennial Congress.  See section 4 of the Update for details. 
 
 
 



 16 

7.  REPORT FROM MWIA’S REPRESENTATIVES TO THE UN         
     Dr. Satty Gill Keswani and Dr. Padmini Murthy, USA 
 
January 2019  
Dr Murthy attended the NGOCSW planning committee meetings and represented MWIA as co-
chair of the NGOCSW NY Woman of the Distinction Committee.  Dr Murthy attended the UN 
DGC – Department of Global Communications -- briefings at the United Nations.  
Drs Keswani and Murthy are working with other AMWA local organizing committee members 
on the upcoming MWIA centenary congress in July 2019.  
 
February 2019  
Dr Murthy attended the NGO briefings organized by UN DGC – Department of Global 
Communications.  Drs Keswani and Murthy are working on the proposed UN event along with 
other missions and UN departments.  
 
March 2019  
Dr. Murthy represented MWIA at the International Women’s Day event at the United Nations.  
 
Dr Clarissa Fabre, in-coming MWIA President, Dr Padmini Murthy, MWIA NGO Alternate rep 
to the UN , Dr Deb Colville President Australian  Federation of Medical Women, and Dr. 
Charissa Patricelli attended the NGO CSW consultation day on March 11th.   
 
See section 4 of the Update to read details of the CSW event. 
 
Dr Murthy was a panelist and moderator at five events organized by member states and other 
NGOs during the 63rd CSW.  
 
 
8.    REPORT FROM MWIA’S REPRESENTATIVE TO WHO     
       Dr. Clarissa Fabre, UK 
 
In May last year, the WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros announced a global call to action 
towards the elimination of cervical cancer.  The incidence of this condition is particularly high 
in low income countries, such as parts of Africa, Latin America and south-east Asia. One of my 
priorities when I become MWIA president in July this year is to join with the WHO and the UN 
in preventing cervical cancer, in particular by encouraging worldwide HPV vaccination for both 
boys and girls. Now that the incidence of HPV-related oropharyngeal cancer is rising steadily, 
men are becoming more interested, which will be helpful for our campaign. The American 
Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) was involved in an excellent webinar series on HPV 
vaccination, and screening and treatment of cervical cancer. This can be seen on www.giahc.org.  
 
Prevention of violence against women and girls is another priority area for both WHO and 
MWIA. On a recent trip to Kenya I was taken by a government ‘Training Consultant’ to one of 
the poorer areas of Nairobi to meet two victims of gang rape. They were involved in a victim 
support group. Gang rapes are common, and occur on a daily basis in poorer areas. In spite of the 
poverty and the grim living conditions, the girls were well-dressed, bright-eyed, and articulate. A 



 17 

school nearby was nearing completion, funded and supervised by an Italian architect and his 
group. As my guide said, keeping girls in school is the most effective way to protect girls from 
violence, FGM, early child marriage and teenage pregnancy. Rescue centres should also be 
supported and equipped to salvage out-of-school girls. MWIA is well-placed to raise awareness, 
and advocate for change at Government and community levels. 

                                                                                 
Survivor with her daughter                                                          Dr Fabre with health workers 
 
MWIA has been collaborating with the WHO on the Safe Childbirth Checklist for several 
years. The aim of this checklist is to reduce maternal and infant mortality by improving obstetric 
practices. After visiting a Health Clinic in one of the poorer areas of Nairobi, I can see that this 
will be difficult to achieve. Deliveries are done in these clinics by physician’s assistants in very 
basic conditions; with poor roads, no ambulances, and long distances to well-equipped hospitals 
should anything go wrong. There is talk of training physician’s assistants to do caesarean 
sections, an approach which is far from ideal.  
 

9.  EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LOBBY                                                                                                      
Prof. Dr. Dr. Bettina Pfleiderer and Dr. Antonella Vezzani 

MWIA is a European wide board member of the European’s Women´s Lobby (EWL) and was 
represented by MWIA president Bettina Pfleiderer at the European Institute for General Equality 
(EIGE) annual consultation meeting with civil society organizations (30-31st of January) and the 
EWL’s bi-annual Board Meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania (1-2nd of February). The consultation 
meeting had representatives from EWL, Social Platform, Men Engage Europe Network and the 
European Economic and Social Committee to exchange information with EIGE and explore 
cooperation on future work. One of the main foci was violence and sexual harassment and 
Bettina Pfleiderer joined to work groups on this topic.  
 
 

Following the EIGE meeting, the 
Board of EWL with 40 members 
from all over Europe met to 
discuss important European 
policies. The Board 
overwhelmingly voted to 
welcome the Icelandic Women’s 
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Rights Association (IRWA) as the National Coordination of EWL in Iceland. The IRWA has 
been active in the Icelandic women’s movement for over 110 years, working to advance 
women’s rights and the equal status of women and men in all areas of society in Iceland. The 
picture shows the participants of the EWL board meeting. 
 
 

10.  CALENDAR OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS MWIA AND INTERNATION AL            
  ORGANIZATIONS – CONGRESSES AND MEETINGS 

2019 
 

1. April 5-7, 2019, Sun City Resort, North West Province, South Africa 
      2nd Annual Medical Women’s Association of South Africa Conference 
      chantellj@foundation.co.za  
 
2. May 13-14, 2019, Tel Aviv, Israel 
      World Medical Association Physician 2030: The future is around the corner - be prepared 
       www.wma.net 

 
3.    May 17, 2019, Bristol, UK 
       Medical Women’s Federation Spring Conference 2019  
       Celebrating Success and Preparing for the Future 
       Bristol Marriot Royal Hotel   
       www.medicalwomensfederation.org.uk  
 

3. May 17-18, 2019, Tbilisi, Georgia 
      Central Asia Regional Congress of MWIA 
       http://www.gmwa.org.ge/index_en.html    
  

4. May 19-24, 2019, Geneva Switzerland 
      World Health Assembly 
      www.who.int  
 

5. June 3-6, 2019, Vancouver, Canada 
      Women Deliver Conference 
       wd2019.org      
 
7.  June 13-14, 2019, Tokyo, Japan 
     World Medical Association Health Professional Meeting (H20) 2019:  
     The road to Universal Health Coverage 
     www.wma.net  
 
8.  July 25-28, 2019, New York City, USA 

      Centennial Congress of the Medical Women’s International Association 
      www.amwa-doc.org/mwia100/  
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9.  August 26-28, 2019, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 
      DPI NGO Conference-68th UN Civil Society Conference 
      https://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/content/68th-united-nations-ngo-conference  
 
10.  September 20-22, 2019, Ottawa 
       Federation of Medical Women of Canada 
      Annual General Meeting and Education Session 
      www.fmwc.ca  
  

 11.  November 30, 2019, Brussels, Belgium 
     Medical Women’s Association of Belgium Congress 
     Gender related perception of Pathology 
     http://mwab.be/ 

 
2020 

 
1.  May 15-17, 2020, cruise from Helsinki to Stockholm and back to Helsinki 
     Northern European Regional Meeting   
     *** please note that in order to participate in the program reservations must be made  
    through the host organization, not through the cruise line directly***  
     secretariat@mwia.net  
 
3. August 17-28, 2020, Mediterranean cruise – Italy, Malta and Greece 
     North American Regional Meeting hosted by the Federation of Medical Women of Canada 
     Theme is Women’s Health: Aging Well 
      *** please note that in order to participate in the program reservations must be made  
      through the host organization, not through the cruise line directly***  
     www.fmwc.ca  
 
3. November, 2020, Mumbai, India – details to follow 
     Central Asia Regional Congress of MWIA 
     secretariat@mwia.net                                                                                                          
 
11.  NAMES IN THE NEWS     
 
Gharsanay IbnulAmeen is the winner of the 2019 Women of Distinction Award presented by 
the NGO Committee on the Status of Women.  She is a 22-year-old grassroots organizer from 
Afghanistan recognized for her work in girls' education, leadership and ethnic harmony and co-
founder of the Afghan Girls Sustainable Education Project. 
 
Dr. Sue Packer of the Australian Federation of Medical women was named Senior Australian of 
the Year. She is an incredible advocate, paediatrician, and an outstanding role model for the 
medical profession, and for our future female doctors! 

Dr. Paula Pihlaja is the new President of the Finnish Medical Women.  She is a specialist in 
general practice and has an interest in medical professionalism. 
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12.  OBITUARIES  
 
Dr. Disa Lidman, Swedish Medical Women’s Association, Plastic Surgeon and Past MWIA Vice 
President for Northern Europe, on January 10, 2019. 
 
Dr. Eva Popper, Australian Federation of Medical Women, mentor and colleague in March, 2019. 
 
Dr. Peggy Ross, of the Federation of Medical Women of Canada, on March 10th, a true pioneer of 
women in medicine in Canada and the first Dean of Medicine for Equity at the University of 
British Columbia. 
 
13.  PUBLICATIONS  
 

a.  Google has an app that allows men to monitor women and control where they can go. 
 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6766019/amp/Google-refuses-remove-Saudi-
government-app-lets-men-control-women.html?__twitter_impression=true 
 
b. Barbie has become more inclusive with a new line that includes dolls with wheelchairs and 

prosthetic limbs.https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/new-barbie-wheelchair-prosthetic-

disabilities/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=US_Feb_15_2019_content_di

gest 

 

c.  Cameroon has a tradition of breast ironing 
https://www.vice.com/en_au/article/4wbqdj/cameroon-tradition-flattening-chests-876 

 
 

d.  Article on the exploitation of women and girls in India’s home-based garment section  
http://news.trust.org/item/20190214155948-e26xc/ Direct Link to Full 60-Page 2019 Report: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ixp7QunDHOkOwJstndfaeBpQHBh_-Bmq/view 

 e.  On page 18 of this journal MWIA’s Dr. Eleanor Nwadinobi speaks of the Peace Club Safe 
Spaces in the context of the Boko Haram conflict in Nigeria.                   
https://www.entwicklung.at/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente/Publikationen/Weltnachrichten/2
018/3_2018_WNR_barr.pdf 

f.  This article talks about diagnosing endometriosis with a tampon. 
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/612905/what-if-you-could-diagnose-endometriosis-with-a-
tampon/?fbclid=IwAR1RVJEBcqGIfbMpVGdRni7oyDuMEaNmLwsbEeSsMMQz4OBvZLIwk
v-XMp0  

 
g.  The Gender Gap Report can be found at:   
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2018.pdf 
 
h.  The following is a list of articles in the British Medical Journal talking about women in 
medicine. 

Unto them a child is born 
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BMJ 2018; 363 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.k5029 (Published 12 December 2018) Cite this 
as: BMJ 2018;363:k5029 

Physician mothers’ experience of workplace discrimination: a qualitative analysis 

BMJ 2018; 363 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.k4926 (Published 12 December 2018) Cite this 
as: BMJ 2018;363:k4926 
 

The trouble with girls: obstacles to women’s success in medicine and research—an essay by 
Laurie Garrett 

BMJ 2018; 363 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.k5232 (Published 13 December 2018) Cite this 
as: BMJ 2018;363:k5232 
 

 
 
 II.  OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  
  
1. World Health Organization (WHO)    

 
The Department of Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health has produced a manual to 
develop adolescent health strategies and plans.  MWIA has had input into reviewing the manual.  
It will be available soon.  
 

2. United Nations  

a.  The 63rd Commission on the Status of Women was held at UN Headquarters in New York 
from March 10-22nd.  The priority theme was Social protection systems, access to public services 
and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls; and 
the review theme was Women’s empowerment and the link to sustainable development (agreed 
conclusions of the sixtieth session).  The agreed conclusions can be found at: 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/outcomes 

     b.  The United Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) recently launched  the 
 UN Road Safety Strategy. 

c.  The UN General Assembly produced the Gender Mapping Report 2018 which can be found 
at:  https://gallery.mailchimp.com/eb520eecfe82a5bf0d814ea1f/files/6799dd5d-f22f-4b95-96aa-
599e45a5f10e/Gender_Mapping_Report_2018_Draft.pdf?utm_source=NGO+CSW%2FNY+Co
nstituency&utm_campaign=c8e7a02221-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_10_05_02_01_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67a
c6441ff-c8e7a02221-411763125&mc_cid=c8e7a02221&mc_eid=f04d2c0250 
 
3.  FIGO and the International Consortium on Emergency Contraception has put out the 4th 
edition on emergency contraceptive pills.    
https://www.cecinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ICEC-guides_FINAL.pdf 
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4.  WONCA Women state that a recent PNAS study found that high-performing women have 
one thing in common: they have a tight-knit circle of other women who help them with “gender-
specific private information and support. @Refinery29 ow.ly/jNyK30nIu9F Article 
source: ow.ly/3jVe30nIu7j 
 
5.  Introducing Every Woman Treaty, the next step in ending violence against women and 
girls 
Violence against women and girls is a global crisis that leads to physical, emotional and 
psychological health issues for the survivor and her children, and it has assumed pandemic 
proportions. At least 35% of women globally suffer physical, emotional and psychological 
wounds inflicted simply because they are women. That is 1 in 3 women or 1.3 billion women 
across the globe. When polio reached 350,000 cases, the world acted to eradicate it.  
 
How do we get nations to respond to violence against women with the same sense of urgency? A 
global treaty. A treaty would prioritize violence prevention around the world and, for the first 
time, create an agreement on violence against women that is binding by law and backed by 
funding. Our president-elect Nominee Eleanor Nwadinobi is a steering committee member for 
Every Woman Treaty, an NGO advancing the treaty, and says the treaty is “a comprehensive 
blueprint for eradicating violence against women and girls.” Its strength lies in five, evidence-
based interventions, which were developed an expert working group from 128 nations.  
 
The Every Woman Treaty will mandate that nation:  

1. Reform national laws, including the elimination of harmful laws and practices, and filling 
legal gaps. 

2. Train police, judges, doctors, nurses, and other responders 
3. Hold violence prevention education and campaigns 
4. Provide services for survivors 
5. Allocate funds 

Learn more and join the call for a global treaty at everywoman.org.   
                                                                                                                         
https://mailchi.mp/everywoman.org/globalleaders?e=d5b0e0a047 
 

6.  The World Medical Association speaks out against imprisonment of Turkish physician 
leaders:   
https://www.wma.net/news-post/wma-expresses-shock-at-turkish-physician-leaders-prison-
sentences/ 
 
WMA also denounced the burning down of a hospital in Cameroon. 

 
7.  NextGenU.org, the world’s first portal to free, accredited, higher education, is pleased to 
offer two family planning courses on Medication Abortion and Aspiration Abortion.  These 
courses are open to any interested learner. Check out the courses at 
http://familyplanning.nextgenu.org and feel free to circulate to your networks. 
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III.   ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
The last Update for the 2016-2019 Triennium will be published in June, 2019.  Please send us your 
reports, comments or any other interesting information by May 31, 2019, at the latest.  We are 
always interested to put your name and your accomplishments in the Update.  We are pleased to 
post the meeting information for your national association’s annual meeting. 
 
Let us close this edition by wishing all of our members safe travels to the MWIA Centennial 
Congress being held in New York City July 25-28, 2019 (www.amwa-doc.org/mwia100)! 
 

 


