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CEO of Hanmi Pharmaceutical Corporation (left), Hyang Aie Lee President of the KMWA (center), President              
     of Seoul Medical Association (right). 
 

KMWA held the '12th Health Symposium for Women’ and the ‘Year-End Celebration” 
At the end of the '12th Health Symposium for Women' held at Hotel Koreana on December 
8th, 2018, we had a year-end celebration and said goodbye to the year 2018. We positively r
eviewed our efforts throughout the year in that we, as an important party of the Korean Med
ical Association (KMA), strived to break through the current crisis of 'Moon Healthcare'  
issues, and also in that we fulfilled our due responsibilities of public service and professiona
lism to the fullest capacity. At the year-end celebration, a fashion gala was held to support s
ingle mothers and to raise funds for medical care services.  Added to the fun were an excell
ent dance performance and a fashion show. A charity bazaar on the side delivered love and 
warmth to the isolated and underprivileged neighbors. 
 

 

Hong Jun Park President of the Seoul Medical Association (left), HyangAie Lee President of the KMWA                    
    (center), Dae Jib Choi President of the KMA (right) 

 
The 63rd Annual Meeting of the KMWA was held on April 13, 2019, at Koreana Hotel,  
where the members pledged to take full responsibility as influential leaders of the Korean 
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medical society. The year 2019 is the centennial for March 1st Independence Movement and  
also for the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea. In celebration of this centennial,  
diverse memorial activities and projects are carried on in order to awaken nationwide historical  
awareness. Next year, the KMWA will be celebrating its 120th anniversary, and as such, the  
KMWA is planning on a historical project of commemorating the great women doctors in history
 who had contributed to our society as learned leaders. The KMWA will research and document  
their specific activities and achievements to mark them in history. 

Russia 

 

Dr. Larisa Skuratovskaya, a founding member of the Russia Medical Women’s Association was 
awarded the “Women Who Matter “ 2018 award for her work on the Mother and Child Health 
Diary, along with her colleague, Yumi Shiraski from Japan. In Japan, every family has this book 
and keeps the medical history of mother and child from pregnancy until age 20. 

 
Thailand 

During this period which is summer in Thailand , there are many holidays:  Chakri Day, 
Songkran holidays ( Thai New Year ), Coronation Day of King Rama X on May 4, 2019,  Royal 
Ploughing  Day, Queen Suthida’s (new Queen) Birthday on June 3,  etc. 
On Songkran festival, we celebrated Thai New Year with wearing Thai costumes, pouring water 
and offering blessings especially to elder colleagues, finished up with delicious Thai dish called 
“Khao Chae” 
  
 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       
       Picture of TMWA committee and members gathering to celebrate Thai New Year. 
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On May 25, an opening session for leadership programs group III total enrolment of 48 
participants, starting with introduction, sharing personal experiences and building connections 
among each other. The atmosphere was warm relaxing familial style unlike typical formal 
classroom. 
The second session was on June 8, 2019, the topic was” Work Life Balance.”  All of the three 
speakers are medical women of different ages and they are successful leaders at different sectors 
- Dr. Khunying Porntip Rojanasunan, pathologist with main interest in forensic medicine, 
providing final crucial scientific clues for many Jigsaw criminal cases. She is a prominent figure 
for the justice system and widely known publicly. She at present is appointed to be a senator. 
Second speaker was Dr. Somsiri Sakonsattayatorn, a pediatrician, with main interest in 
management, Dhamma and meditation but circumstances led her to become the CEO in a famous 
private hospital in Bangkok. Her husband who is also a medical doctor works in the government 
sector and then was appointed as a Minister of Health in the past 5 years. 
Our third speaker was one of the graduates from TMWA leadership program group I, Dr. 
Darunee Buddhari.  She is chair of the international relationship for our association TMWA 
and at present is national coordinator for MWIA.  She chose to pursue her career at AFRIMS 
Kamphaengpetch Province because of her family. She has shown her leadership locally and 
internationally. 
Each speaker shared their life stories, how they balance between careers and families. The course 
was very successful, motivating and well received by the audiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation for Centennial Congress in New York July 25 - 28, 2019:  
there will be 9 attendees from Thailand and 18 attendees from India. 
One individual member from Malaysia will be unable to participate. 
From Thailand, we prepare beautiful embroidery centennial logo hats and Thai handicrafts for 
sale at the bazaar with all of the proceeds will be donated to MWIA. 
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Recent news from ECOSOC 
In a media statement released on Friday June 14th, Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Thailand’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs reported that Thailand is one of the four countries from Asia Pacific elected 
by UNGA to be member of United Nations Economic and Social Council for year 2020 - 2022.  
The other three are China, Bangladesh and South Korea. Thailand will have the opportunity to 
work with other countries through ECOSOC to advance the year 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development that leaves no one behind 

 

8.  REPORT FROM MWIA’S REPRESENTATIVES TO THE UN         
     Dr. Satty Gill Keswani and Dr. Padmini Murthy, USA 
 
During the month of June, the UN reps Drs Keswani and Murthy have been busy attending the 
UN briefings. 
Dr Murthy has been appointed co-chair of the media and press subcommittee of 
the upcoming United Nations Department of Global Communications NGO conference 
in August in Utah.  
Dr Murthy also represented MWIA at the high level meetings at Beijing plus 25 with UN women 
and has been working with the UN sponsoring missions and agencies on finalizing the upcoming 
UN event for the Congress in July.  
 
 
9.    REPORT FROM MWIA’S REPRESENTATIVE TO WHO     
       Dr. Clarissa Fabre, UK 
 
The annual World Health Assembly (WHA) in Geneva is a key event in the WHO. Our 
delegation this year included Eleanor Nwadinobi, Padmini Murthy, Shelley Ross, Satty Gill 
Keswani, Rey-In Lien Lin, Vivien Gu, Shafika Nasser, Amany Asfour and myself.  

 
Medical student, Vivien Gu and Shelley Ross outside mock Ebola station at WHA 

 
MWIA’s focal liaison point at the WHO changed this year to Dr Valentina Baltag, who works on 
Adolescent Health in the Department of Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health. Her 
main areas of concern are sexual and reproductive health, mental health, nutrition and violence. 
We are in the process of writing our 3 year collaborative plan with the WHO. This will include a 
focus on the sexual and reproductive health of adolescents, a curriculum for sex education in 
schools, family planning, and HPV and the elimination of cervical cancer. 
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One of our main contacts at the WHO is Dr Claudia Garcia-Moreno, who leads on Violence 
against Women and Girls. Her latest initiative is RESPECT- Preventing Violence against 
Women (R- Relationship skills strengthened; E – Empowerment of Women; S – Services 
ensured; P – poverty reduced; E – Environments made safe; C – Child and adolescent abuse 
prevented; T – Transformed attitudes, beliefs, and norms). Claudia would like MWIA’s help in 
disseminating this document, and we are in an excellent position to do that. She would also like 
our input into developing a curriculum for medical schools and health providers.  
WHO are working in Nigeria and DRC in emergency situations, assessing what is needed to set 
up support systems, to get services available, to provide space where women can talk 
confidentially. MWIA with its wide network of doctors may be well suited to help in this area, to 
achieve progress at country level, and to link with national governments. 
 
One of the main priorities of the Director-General, Dr Tedros, is the elimination of cervical 
cancer. The three key targets are a comprehensive national strategy for HPV vaccination, 
screening and treatment of pre-cancerous lesions, and effective management of invasive cancer. 
We spoke with Dr Raymond Hutubessy who works on the HPV vaccination initiative. His 
department is looking into the efficacy of only one dose of the vaccine. We also discussed the 
problem of ‘vaccine hesitancy’ in countries like Japan, but becoming more widespread, and a 
possible vaccine shortage. The majority of unvaccinated girls are in middle income countries e.g 
Indonesia, not covered by GAVI (the Global Vaccine Alliance which increases access to 
immunisation in low income countries, and was founded by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation). 
 
I attended two very interesting side events at the World Health Assembly. The first was on 
‘Adolescents: the Missing Population in Universal Health Care.’ One of the speakers was 
Zoleka Mandela, the grand-daughter of Nelson Mandela, who spoke very movingly about the 
death of her daughter in a road traffic accident caused by a drunk driver (traffic accidents are a 
common cause of death in adolescents), as well as the problems of substance, sexual and 
physical abuse. 

 
Zoleka Mandela speaking on adolescent health 

 
 The second session was on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights. Special ‘youth 
clinics’ were discussed and are a good idea, so that young people are listened to sympathetically. 
There should be a partnership between schools and health clinics, and in general, community 
engagement is essential, and cultural diversities and sensitivities must be considered in 
legislation on strategies at national level. 
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10. EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LOBBY                                                                                                      
Prof. Dr. Dr. Bettina Pfleiderer and Dr. Antonella Vezzani 

 
MWIA president Bettina Pfleiderer attended the board meeting and general assembly of the 
European Women´s Lobby on behalf of MWIA in Brussels 6-8th of June 2019. The focus at 
this meeting was on the discussion of the strategic plan for 2019/2020 and also to discuss what 
EWL should be doing in the next 6 months taking into account the outcome of the European 
election. There was also a public event discussing the outcome the EU elections. 
   
Of interest to medical women is the continuous work EWL is doing on violence (more info 
please see here: https://womenlobby.org/-Violence-against-Women-451-?lang=en). 
The strategic aim 2 of EWL: To put an end to all forms of violence against women and girls and 
promote a society of peace, human dignity. 
This aim has been operationalized into two concrete objectives: 
• By 2020, the EU and all MS have ratified the Istanbul Convention, and the monitoring 
mechanisms have helped to reduce all forms of Violence against women. 
• By 2020, the EU has adopted or is in the process of adopting a directive on prostitution & 
sexual exploitation, and new member states have adopted the Nordic Model on prostitution while 
there is a broader awareness of prostitution as an obstacle to equality between women and men. 
The European Women’s Lobby produces monitoring publications and lobbying materials on 
various aspects of violence against women in Europe, with support of the experts of the EWL 
Observatory on violence against women. 
  
Next year it is planned to have the EWL General Assembly in France (Paris) close to an event to 
celebrate Beijing 25+, since EWL will also be celebrating its 30th anniversary.  
  

 

11.  CIOMS 

CIOMS is pleased to announce the establishment of an annual award of $1500 US for the best 
scientific article published in the areas of pharmacovigilance and research ethics. The article 
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must have been published in a scientific peer reviewed journal in English.  The next deadline is 
September 1, 2019.  For further information, please contact info@cioms.ch 

12.  CALENDAR OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS MWIA AND INTERNATION AL            
  ORGANIZATIONS – CONGRESSES AND MEETINGS 

2019 
 
1.  July 25-28, 2019, New York City, USA 

      Centennial Congress of the Medical Women’s International Association 
      www.amwa-doc.org/mwia100/  
 

2.  August 26-28, 2019, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 
      DPI NGO Conference-68th UN Civil Society Conference 
      https://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/content/68th-united-nations-ngo-conference  
 
3.  September 20-22, 2019, Ottawa 
       Federation of Medical Women of Canada 
      Annual General Meeting and Education Session 
      www.fmwc.ca  
 
4.  October 12, 2019, Vienna, Austria 
      100th Anniversary Conference of the Austrian Medical Women’s Association  
      http://aerztinnen-oesterreich.at/  
 
5.  October 17-20, 2019, Erfurt, Germany 
     Annual meeting of the German Medical Women’s Association 
     "We interfere - in professional and health policy”  
     https://www.aerztinnenbund.de/downloads/6/Kongress_2019_Internet.pdf 
 
6.  October 27-29, 2019, Berlin, Germany 
     World Health Summit 
       www.worldhealthsummit.org  
 
7.  November 30, 2019, Brussels, Belgium 
     Medical Women’s Association of Belgium Congress 
     Gender related perception of Pathology 
     http://mwab.be/ 

 
2020 

 
1.  May 15-17, 2020, cruise from Helsinki to Stockholm and back to Helsinki 
     Northern European Regional Meeting   
     *** please note that in order to participate in the program reservations must be made  
    through the host organization, not through the cruise line directly***  
     secretariat@mwia.net  



 25 

 
2.  August 17-28, 2020, Mediterranean cruise – Italy, Malta and Greece 
     North American Regional Meeting hosted by the Federation of Medical Women of Canada 
     Theme is Women’s Health: Aging Well 
      *** please note that in order to participate in the program reservations must be made  
      through the host organization, not through the cruise line directly***  
     www.fmwc.ca  
 
3.  October, 2020, Korea 
     Western Pacific Regional Meeting 
 
4.  November, 2020, Mumbai, India – details to follow 
     Central Asia Regional Congress of MWIA 
     secretariat@mwia.net                                                                                                          
 
 
13.  NAMES IN THE NEWS     
 
Dr. May Cohen, Past President of the Federation of Medical Women of Canada, and the author 
of MWIA’s Training Manual for Gender Mainstreaming, is interviewed on CBC Radio Canada, 
speaking about advocacy for women’s health and gender issues for women in medicine. 
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whitecoat/amid-u-s-anti-abortion-laws-1-of-canada-s-earliest-pro-
choice-doctors-says-you-always-have-to-be-on-guard-1.5173569 
 

14. PUBLICATIONS  
 
Sex differences in molecular pathways of HPV and HPV-related disease:  do sex and gender 
matter?  Ital J of Gender Specific Med 2018; 4(4): 142-151 
 
The Man Box and Men’s Mental Health Crisis 
http://www.acalltomen.org/a-call-to-men-blog/2019/5/13/the-man-box-and-mens-mental-health-
crisis 
 
Families in a Changing World- Progress of the World’s Women 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/progress-of-the-worlds-women 

South Korea Rules Anti-Abortion Law Unconstitutional                 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/11/world/asia/south-korea-abortion-ban-ruling.html 

The Truth about Female Genital Mutilation:  FGM – Animated Video 
Video: https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+Truth+About+FGM+-
+Video+Animated&view=detail&mid=9DD8A1E1D7074E7928F59DD8A1E1D7074E7928F5
&FORM=VIRE 
 The Lancet - https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30151-
5/fulltext 
 

 



 26 

 II.  OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  
  
1. World Health Organization (WHO)    
 

a. The World Health Assembly took place in Geneva May 20-24, 2019.  There were a 
number of resolutions and topics discussed to advance health for all.  Universal Health 
Care is top of mind, with the theme of leaving no one behind, particularly adolescents who 
are the missing population.  A new ICD-11 (11th review of classification of diseases and 
related health problems) was accepted.  Of particular interest to physicians is that burn out 
is now recognized as a defined illness.  Several advances were made in the area of the 
health care workforce. 
 

b. WHO has launched guideline recommendations on digital health interventions.  
 http://bit.ly/digiguidelinewho.  The launch can be viewed at http://bit.ly/digilaunchwho 
 
       c.  Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General in speaking about the World 
 Health Statistics 2019 says, “Breaking down data by age, sex and income group is vital 
 for understanding who is being left behind and why. Behind every number in the World 
 Health Statistics is a person, a family, a community or a nation,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
 Ghebreyesus, WHO Director- General. 
 
      d.  WHO has released the interagency statement on eliminating virginity testing .  MWIA 
 reviewed the document and gave input. 

   https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275451/WHO-RHR-18.15-eng.pdf?ua=1 
 

e. The strategic priorities for WHO are One billion more people benefiting from universal             
health coverage, one billion more people protected from health emergencies, one billion              
 more people enjoying better health and well-being, WHO providing better support to  
 countries. 

 

2. United Nations  
a. The UN High Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage is taking place at UN 

Headquarters in New York on September 23rd.  Dr. Satty Gill Keswani and Dr. Padmini 
Murthy are representing MWIA. 

b. The International Commission on Population and Development of ECOSOC 
developed a program of action that will support the 2030 agenda for sustainable 
development. 

 UNFPA’s goodwill ambassador, Ashley Judd, said "If we invest in girls and women, the 
 world  and all of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals will advance forward rapidly as 
 a result."  
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 http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/201
 9/index.shtml 
 
3.  News is out about this year’s 16 Days Campaign to End Gender-Based Violence  
 https://16dayscampaign.org/resource/16-days-toolkit-iloendgbv/ 
 
4.  The World Medical Association has come out with a number of statements. 
 
a.  How to Give Adolescent Girls Voice, Choice and Control 
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-gender-equality-in-medicine/ 
 

b.  The World Medical Association has called on physicians around the world to take no part in 
implementing new eligibility regulations for classifying female athletes.  The regulations from 
the International Association of Athletics Federations require women athletes with specific 
differences in sex development to medically reduce their natural blood testosterone level if they 
wish to continue racing as women in a few restricted events. 

c.  In the area of universal health care, WMA Chair stated that governments and international 
organisations that promote the training of nurses and community health workers rather than fully 
trained physicians are effectively denying patients’ access to quality health care.  He further 
stated that health care must involve physician-led teamwork and this must be thoroughly 
financed. And let’s be very clear: a patient-physician relationship demands a physician – not a 
substitute or surrogate’. 

d. WMA comments on gender equality in medicine. 
 https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-statement-on-gender-equality-in-medicine/ 
 
5.  The Population Council has developed systematic guidance for programming that gives 
adolescent girls voice, choice and control.  This is designed for a community based 
empowerment program.  For details, visit: 
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/how_to_give_adolescent_girls_voice_choice_and_control?eType=E
mailBlastContent&eId=50adb54d-eccd-4227-b0ee-59ff423ab744 

6.  The Journal of the American Medical Association shows that the number of female 
speakers at medical conferences increased from 24.6% to 34.1% during the period from 2013 to 
2017.    JAMA Netw Open.  2019;2(4):e192103. doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2019.2103 

7.  British Columbia public schools will be required to provide free menstrual products for 
students in school washrooms by the end of 2019.  It is an attempt to ensure there is equitable 
access to menstrual products so that students should never have to miss school or extracurricular 
events due to inability to pay. 
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III.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

This is the last Update for the 2016-2019 Triennium and the last of the Updates that I have written 
since became Secretary General in 2007.  It has been a labour of love and my pleasure to keep the 
membership informed of activities of MWIA via this newsletter.  The incoming Secretary General, 
Dr. Padmini Murthy, will be in charge of the Updates for the 2019-2022 triennium so please 
continue to send your newsworthy contributions to secretariat@mwia.net.  The next Update will be 
the end of September, 2019. 
 
I very much look forward to meeting many of you at the Centennial Congress in New York City, 
July 25-28, 2019.  It promises to be a congress to remember. (www.amwa-doc.org/mwia100)!  
 
Shelley Ross MD 


